CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING
JANUARY 18, 2011

9:00A.M.
Mayor Ruane called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.
Mayor Ruane gave the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Members present:
Mayor Ruane, Vice Mayor Denham, Councilman Jennings and Councilman Pappas.  Councilman Harrity was absent.

Proclamation(s)

Proclamation for Hodges University recognizing Francis and Sam Bailey on Thursday, February 03, 2011 at Sanibel Harbor Resort
Mayor Ruane asked that Council allow him to read the proclamation at the February 03, 2011 Hodges University Award ceremony honoring Francis and Sam Bailey.

Council by consensus agreed.

Mayor Ruane read a proclamation in honor of former Councilman Dick Walsh who passed over the weekend.

Public Comment

Herb Rubin spoke to reducing the usage of plastic bags on Sanibel and further spoke to legislation disallowing banning plastic bags.
Doug Dietrich expressed his disappointment of the cancellation of the Shared Use Path along Dunlop Road.

Discussion ensued regarding Council’s decision, the Shared Use Path project not delayed, listening to all comments and input, appreciate comments, and box (B.I.G. Arts) taken up at a later time.
Ed Seibert spoke to oil drilling and the fact that a new organization was over oil drilling.  He further spoke to new restrictions already in place and 23 oil drilling apparatus’’ operating with 35 permits pending. 

Discussion ensued regarding Mr. Seibert receiving a copy of the 2010 oil drilling resolution, and Councilman Jennings to speak with Congressman Rubio.

Claudia Burns thanked Council for salvaging a significant portion of the Dunlop Road Shared Use Path. 

Council Comment
Councilman Pappas mentioned that he attended the memorial services for Grace Whitehead on Saturday.  He further spoke to the predominant theme of the service being the protection of Sanibel.  

Councilman Jennings spoke to his service on Council with Dick Walsh.  He also spoke to MLK day on Monday, January 17, 2011. 

Vice Mayor Denham ask for consideration of a tree planting for Mr. Walsh.  He also spoke to a meeting being held at SCCF on Wednesday, January 25, 2011.

Ms. Zimomra noted that historically a tree was planted in honor of a tree of former Councilmembers.  She updated Council on the tree planting for former Commissioner/Councilman Bob Janes.  She noted that the tree would be planted during the rainy season and the family had asked for no ceremony.

Karen Storjohann spoke to News Press publishing Lake Okeechobee levels daily, which was taken at the Franklin locks and should be supplied differently.

Mayor Ruane advised that Councilman Harrity had requested to be excused.

Mayor Ruane moved, seconded by Councilman Jennings, to excuse Councilman Harrity. 

The motion carried.

Request to be excused from the February 01, 2011 City Council meeting 

Mayor Ruane moved, seconded by Councilman Jennings, to excuse Vice Mayor Denham from the February 01, 2011 Council meeting.

The motion carried

First Reading of an ordinance and scheduling of public hearing
ORDINANCE 11-001 OF THE CITY OF SANIBEL, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 50 PERSONNEL, ARTICLE IV, GENERAL EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT PLAN, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SANIBEL; AMENDING SECTION 50-476, DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 50-477, PARTICIPATION; AMENDING SECTION 50-478, CONTRIBUTIONS; AMENDING SECTION 50-479, RETIREMENT DATES; AND AMENDING SECTION 50-480, PRE-RETIREMENT DEATH BENEFIT, OF THE TERMS OF THE CITY OF SANIBEL GENERAL EMPLOYEES’ RETIREMENT PLAN; PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION TO POLICE DISPATCHERS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE
Ms. Zimomra read the title of Ordinance 11-001.
Vice Mayor Denham requested that the public hearing be scheduled for March 01, 2011.

Councilman Pappas asked if there would be an election.
Mr. Cuyler advised that there would be no election due to having two qualified candidates for two open seats.  He further advised that both candidates were considered to be Councilmen-elect and would be sworn in March 15, 2011. 
Councilman Pappas moved, seconded by Mayor Ruane, to set the second reading and public hearing for Ordinance 11-001 on Tuesday, March 01, 2011 at 9:15 a.m.  
The motion carried.

CITY MANAGER REPORT
Ms. Zimomra passed the news article regarding creating a wildlife refuge north of Lake Okeechobee.
Informational Items  
Status report regarding a development permit application submitter by Verizon Wireless Personal Communications, LP, d/b/a Verizon Wireless for a telecommunications tower located at the Donax Street Wastewater Reclamation Facility, at 630 Donax Street 
Ms. Zimomra called Council’s attention to packet memo.  She further advised that the applicant had agreed to the following:

· Closed mount antenna
· Engineers reviewing two Stealth designs

· Concurred height could be 125 feet, but would reduce co-location

· Engineers compiling information regarding radio frequencies

Staff evaluating the following:
· Current site for other locations within the Donax Plant site

· Confirmed at the proposed height no lighting required

Update regarding sidewalk sales
Ms. Zimomra advised the sidewalk sales would be continuing until April to help businesses.
Alternative Transportation in Parks and Public Lands (ATPPL) Public Informational Meeting at Sanibel Community Center (SCA) Wednesday, January 26th beginning at 4:30 p.m.
Ms. Zimomra announced the above meeting for Wednesday, January 26, 2011.
Public Comment

Karen Storjohann mentioned that Council would want to listen to the last portion of the Planning Commission audio.

Ms. Zimomra noted that regular reports were not on the agenda due to it being a Special meeting.

David Bath spoke to red flags regarding the ATPPL meeting and the suggestion of circulating transportation on Sanibel.   

Mayor Ruane spoke to his seat on the MPO and shaping the 2035 plan for Lee County and projected for $35 billion dollars with a funding deficiency.  He further stated that the ATPPL Study would be incorporated into the 2035 MPO Plan, which would be adopted Friday, January 21, 2011. 
Vice Mayor Denham spoke to his representation on the MPO Transit Authority Oversite Committee.
Councilman Jennings congratulated Mr. Congress and spoke to Lee County meetings that may be useful.  He also mentioned that the Horizon Council Annual meeting was scheduled for Friday, January 28, 2011 and asked that Council allow Mr. Congress to attend. 
Ms. Zimomra noted that Council may want to authorize Mr. Congress as Councilman-elect to attend any meeting a Councilmember would attend.

Councilman Pappas spoke to what Council thinks was happening at the Planning Commission meetings.  He also spoke to the initial conflict on Council when he was elected and Council needed to focus its efforts on island. 

Discussion ensued regarding meeting other governmental officials important, question of focus, something big happening on the Planning Commission and that needs attention, residents looking for what Council could do to preserve Sanibel, disappointed with the SFWMD not listening the Sanibel concerns, concern regarding the redevelopment activity at the Planning Commission meetings, ask community to attend to stand-up and be counted, people feel compelled to give their opinions to the sitting Mayor, in the last 4 to 6 years the relationship between the City and Lee County Commissioners had improved and sunshine in affect for the councilmember-elect..
Council by consensus approved Mr. Congress’ attendance at any meeting a Councilmember would attend. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by,

Pamela Smith, MMC
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