City of Sanibel

Planning Department

MEMORANDUM
DATE; November 29, 2011
TO: Judie Zimomra, City Manager
FROM: James C. Jordan, Planning Direc‘ro%
RE: The Continuation of a Test Pilot Program 16 Consider the Expansion

and Extension of Holiday Sidewalk Sales Special Events

In response to the current economic downturn, last summer and fall seasons City
Council expanded the dates whereby retailers were allowed to conduct
sidewalk sales, beyond the holidays recognized by Land Development Code
Section 110-568 Holiday sidewalk sales special event permit. In addition to the
holidays listed below, City Council permitted sidewalk sales events from January
5 1o April 24, 2011, and from June 7 to Septemberl, 2011.

. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day weekend (3rd Monday of January and 2 days prior)
. February 14--Valentine's Day (2 days prior to and the day of)

. February 20--President's Day (1 day prior, day of, and 1 day after)

. March 17--5t. Patrick's Day (1 day prior, day of, and 1 day after)

. Easter weekend (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

. Memorial Day weekend (Saturday, Sunday and Monday)

. July 4th Independence Day (1 day prior, day of, and 1 day after)

. Labor Day weekend (Saturday, Sunday and Monday)

. Columbus Day weekend (2nd Monday of October and 2 days prior)

. Thanksgiving Holiday (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)

. Christmas Holiday (weekend prior to and the week of December 25th)

It should also be mentioned that sidewalk sale events are limited solely to retail
businesses. During the extended dates for last summer and fall seasons staff
received input from some restaurant owners that this restriction put them atf a
distinct disadvantage.

While staff contfinues fo evaluate the appropriateness of incorporating these
extended dates info the Sanibel Code, it is recommended that City Council
allow retail businesses to be able to conduct sidewalk sale events beyond the
above listed holidays until April 30, 2012. It is further recommended that during
this trial program, restaurants also be allowed to hold sidewalk sale events limited
to related retail merchandise other than food, and that any associated sighage
may noft interfere with pedestrian safety nor exceed 4 square feet and can only
be positioned adjacent fo the doorway entering info the restaurant.

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter
further.
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