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Official Ballot Question
PROPOSAL FOR PERIWINKLE WAY RIGHT-OF-WAY 
IMPROVEMENTS PRIMARILY TO ENHANCE SHARED 
USE PATH SAFETY
Do you approve right-of-way improvements to Periwinkle Way 
between approximately ¼ mile west of its intersection with Casa 
Ybel Road to a point approximately ¼ mile east of its intersection 
with Dixie Beach Boulevard, such improvements primarily for the 
purpose of enhancing the shared use path safety in such right-of-
way, but also including a reconfiguration of the vehicular travel 
lanes and drainage improvements, but no additional vehicular 
travel lanes?

                   YES______	 NO_____

     What section of Periwinkle Way would be improved?
• 	 The improvements are from approximately Sanibel Steakhouse 
	 (1473 Periwinkle Way) to Sanibel Community Church (1740 		
	 Periwinkle Way).   

	 Would the white, plastic upright delineators along this section of the 		
	 shared use path be removed?
	 • Yes.

	 Post-construction – would there still be a dedicated left turn lane onto 		
	 Dixie Beach Boulevard?
• 	 Yes, there would be a 100’ (approximately 5 car lengths) dedicated left 		
	 turn lane onto Dixie Beach Boulevard from Periwinkle Way.

	 How would the improvements be funded?
• 	 The 2006-2007 budget adopted by the Council on September 19, 		
	 2006 included $1.5 M for this project.  

	 What would be the schedule for construction?
• 	 Upon receiving voter approval of the referendum, the City would 		
	 proceed to bid the project in the spring with anticipated construction 		
	 to begin in the summer of 2007 to be completed in the same year.

	 Would the project remove any parking from the businesses along 		
	 Periwinkle Way?
• 	 No.

	 Would eminent domain be required to obtain any properties 
	 for this project?
• 	 No. The project is located within existing right-of-way areas.

	 Where can citizens view detailed technical drawings of the proposed 		
	 shared use path and drainage improvements?
• 	 Citizens may visit Sanibel City Hall, 800 Dunlop Road or the Sanibel 		
	 Public Library, 770 Dunlop Road. 
• 	 Project maps may also be viewed on the City website at 
	 www.mysanibel.com.

Background on City’s Periwinkle Way 
Shared Use Path Improvement Plan:

• 	 This plan stems from 11 years of investigating how to improve safety along 	
	 this section of the shared use path, and also improve drainage and aesthetic 	
	 appeal.
• 	 From January 1, 1998 through December 31, 2005, 34 bike/motor 		
	 vehicle 	accidents occurred along this ½ mile section of Periwinkle Way, 	
	 representing 45% of all bike/motor vehicle accidents on the island.
• 	 On September 19, 2006, City Council approved $1.5 million in the 2006-	
	 2007 budget for the proposed Periwinkle Way improvements project. 
• 	 As outlined in the Sanibel Charter, certain decisions made by City 		

What are the planned improvements 
to the Periwinkle Way Right-of-Way?

• 	Approximately 1,200’ of the Periwinkle Way roadway would be shifted to 	
	 the north to create space separating the path and roadway, install drainage 	
	 improvements and improve aesthetics.
• 	This relocation would make it feasible to construct needed improvements 	
	 within existing right-of-way areas.
• 	An approximately 12-foot separation between the shared use path and 	
	 roadway would be created.
• 	The current center continuous turn lane between Dixie Beach Boulevard 	
	 and Casa Ybel Road would be replaced with a dedicated left turn lane onto 	
	 Dixie Beach Boulevard. 
• 	Drainage improvements would include added sections of sod, which will 	
	 also serve to enhance the green spaces that can be viewed from Periwinkle 	
	 Way. 
• 	The current left turn lanes at Casa Ybel Road will remain unchanged.
• 	There will be NO additional travel lanes on Periwinkle Way
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	 Council must be approved by voters (by referendum) before they can be 	
	 implemented.   This is one of those cases. 
• 	 The City Attorney determined that the slightly relocated and/or alternative 	
	 vehicular travel lanes included in this project could be considered “new” 	
	 vehicular travel lanes under the meaning of Section 3.17, since such lanes 	
	 will be placed in a new area within the existing right-of-way.
• 	 Therefore, on September 19, 2006, Council unanimously adopted 		
	 Resolution 06-142, authorizing the required referendum (under Section 	
	 3.17(b) of the Charter) to seek voter approval for this change to Periwinkle 	
	 Way.
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