
City of Sanibel 

Department of Natural Resources 

Rugose Spiraling Whitefly Comprehensive Education Plan  

 Draft 10/31/12 

Target Audience: Citizens of Sanibel, property owners, property managers and landscape contractors 

Key Message: Inform the public about the newly introduced pest insect, the rugose spiraling whitefly 

(Aleurodicus rugioperculatus), and its impact on the island’s vegetation. Provide background information 

on the rugose spiraling whitefly and what actions the City is taking to address the problem. Provide 

recommendations to homeowners on the treatment of spiraling whitefly. Provide a list of city/state-

licensed contractors and recommendations on how to avoid overpaying for pest control services.   

   

Distribution Methods: Direct mailing, island newspapers (articles, OpEd), News Press (articles, OpEd), 

TV stories, City email lists, City website (Press Release, links, videos), Facebook, brochure-pdf, 

Vegetation Contractor Competency Card Classes, Vegetation Committee meetings, Sanibel Farmer’s 

Market  

 

Public Presentations: 

 Master Gardeners Lecture Series -Whitefly Lecture – Dr. Doug Caldwell, UF/IFAS Collier County 

Extension Service, November 1, 10:00 a.m. at the Sanibel Library –Press Release distributed 

10/25/12.  

 Vegetation Committee Meeting – Whitefly presentation – Stephen Brown, UF/IFAS Lee County 

Extension Service, January 3, 2013 in MacKenzie Hall. We will put out a Press Release at end of 

December.   

 Next Vegetation Contractor Competency Card Class January 4, 2013- Focus on educating pest 

control applicators on what the City is doing and City’s position on overcharging residents for 

services (10 min. overview).   

 Farmer’s Market – Pamphlet distribution at City table  

 

Content for Press Release and Brochure: 

1. Describe the pest (how to ID, its origin, current distribution, history on Sanibel, host plants, 

treatment methods) – Differences between spiraling whitefly and ficus whitefly 

2. Describe City’s position (supported by current research from UF/IFAS) – Boom and bust cycles of 

pest insects (e.g., croton scale, Sri Lanka weevil)  

3. Inform public about getting three bids, estimated cost for treatment (provide list of reputable 

state-licensed contractors) 

4. Update public through the various media outlets as new information becomes available  



Timeline for Implementation:  

 November 1, 2012 – Master Gardener’s whitefly lecture by Dr. Doug Caldwell (UF/IFAS) 

 November 7, 2012 – Reissue Press Releases to news media, email lists, Facebook, articles in local 

media (interview style) 

 Mid-November – Complete video on whitefly (work with Intern Bill Dakos), work with SCCF 

nursery on OpEd for local media outlets 

 December 1st – Finalize whitefly brochure for electronic and print distribution  

 January 3rd – Direct mailing of brochure to all Sanibel residents, property owners, property 

managers & landscape contractors.  

 January – First Vegetation Contractor Competency Card class  

 


