News Release — For Immediate Release

January 8, 2013

City of Sanibel, FL

Contact: Sanibel City Manager’s Office (239) 472-3700

Sanibel City Council to Honor Veterans of the “Battle of the Bulge”
11 a.m., January 15" at City Hall Flag Pole
Public Invited to Attend

On Tuesday, January 15, 2013, at 11 a.m., Sanibel City Council will honor veterans of the Battle of the
Bulge with a ceremony in front of City Hall at the Flag Pole, 800 Dunlop Road. Sanibel Mayor Kevin
Ruane will read and present proclamations to local surviving veterans of the Battle of the Bulge. This
event is jointly sponsored by the Sanibel Veterans Group chaired by Mr. Ted Tyson and the City of
Sanibel. Following the Council ceremony, the Battle of the Bulge Veterans and their guests will have
lunch at Cip’s Place, 2055 Periwinkle Way.

The Battle of the Bulge was the last major German offensive of World War |l that took place between
Trier and Monschau in the area of the Ardennes Forest region stretching from southern Belgium,
Luxembourg and into Germany. The offensive lasted for three weeks from December 16, 1944 to
January 25, 1945.

The German objective was to split the Allied armies and push the front line west from northern France
to northwestern Belgium. As the German armies drove deeper into the Ardennes in an attempt to
secure vital bridgeheads west of the River Meuse, the line defining the Allied front took on the
appearance of a large protrusion or bulge, the name by which the battle would be known.

Under Lieutenant General George S. Patton's leadership, the Third Army successfully turned ninety
degrees from Lorraine to relieve the besieged town of Bastogne, which was key in upsetting the German
counteroffensive. An admiring British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill stated, “This is undoubtedly
the greatest American battle of the war and will, | believe, be regarded as an ever-famous American
victory.”

The Battle of the Bulge was the costliest military action ever fought by the U.S. Army. Over 100,000
American casualties resulted from this battle of which 19,000 soldiers were killed; 47,500 were
wounded; and 23,000 were captured POWSs or missing. Currently, there are about 3,000 veterans of the
Battle of the Bulge, around the Country.

The public and media are invited to attend both the ceremony and the luncheon. Participants wishing
to attend the luncheon should contact Cip’s Place directly at (239) 472-0223, to make reservations. Be
sure to mention “Battle of the Bulge” when making your reservations. Standard menu prices apply to all
participants.

-END-
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After an offensive that lasted for three weeks from December 16,
1944 to January 25, 1945 a brave, courageous, group of American
soldiers under brutally cold conditions came under a surprise
furious German assault in the Ardennes Forest region on the
Western Front of Europe in what became since and forever known
as the Battle of the Bulge; and

The battle was fought on a 80-mile front with more than 500,000
Americans who like patriots before them stood resolute, confident
in their training, displaying heroic valor defining the American
soldiers and the American citizens of that time as one of the
greatest generations of Americans; and

The Battle of the Bulge is the largest land battle of World War I
where casualties from exposure grew as large as the losses from
fighting in what is regarded today as an ever-famous American
victory; and

The City of Sanibel is pleased to honor those survivors of the Battle
of the Bulge with us today, who represent all those
Americans of the greatest generation who participated in the battle
and who so ably served our Nation at a time of need; and

As the 68" Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge is celebrated, the
citizens of the City of Sanibel take pause to remember and honor
those who participated in the Battle of the Bulge and to express our
eternal gratitude to all who have served in the Armed Forces of this
Nation for their service and sacrifice and to those men and women
in uniform around the world today who are defending our liberty.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kevin Ruane, Mayor, do hereby proclaim Tuesday,
January 15, 2013, as a solemn day of remembrance in the City of Sanibel for
those Americans who patrticipated in the Battle of the Bulge and for all Americans
who have proudly worn the uniform of the Armed Forces of the United States of

America.



