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• Caloosahatchee Conditions & 
Ecological Impacts 

• Economic Impacts 
• City’s Approach & Partnerships 
• State & Federal Legislative Priorities 
• City Actions to Date 
 

Meeting Overview 



• Lake O at 15.70 feet (8/20) 
• Flows at S-79 avg. 9,803 cfs 

for past 30 days; >2,800 cfs 
for the past 60 days 

• Low salinity impacting 
oysters & seagrasses in 
lower estuary, San Carlos 
Bay & Pine Island Sound 

• Dark water impacting light 
• Anticipate nutrient impacts 
• Human health concerns 

Ecological Conditions  
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Economic Impacts 

• “Trickle down economics” 
• $4.3 billion in tourism; 85,000 jobs 
• $400 million contributed from Lee/Collier from 

bed tax, sales tax, gas tax, and local tax  
• Lee/Collier $147 billion real estate assessed 

values  
• Lee/Collier $1.9 billion property taxes paid 
• Water quality issues can impact consumer 

confidence  
 
 
 



City’s Approach and Partnerships 

• Building on past efforts and accumulated 
science 

• Focusing on economic impacts 
• Partnering with Lee County, local 

municipalities, Island Partners and east coast 
stakeholders   

• Communicating with House of 
Representatives, Congressmen, State 
Senators, and Governor’s Office  





City Actions to Date  

• August 2nd – Meeting with Lee County, Corps & SFWMD 
• August 6th – City Council meeting; pivot on message 
• August 7th – Mayor met with Congressman Radel  
• August 8th – Senator Benacquisto adds Mayor to Senate 

Select Committee agenda   
• August 9th – Senate Select Committee agenda amended 
• August 14th – Various meetings at FLC to communicate 

WQ message  
• August 15th – Mayor talked with Governor’s Chief of Staff 

 
 



City Actions to Date (Con’t.)  

• August 16th – Mayor met with Governor Scott; Martin and 
Palm Beach County officials; Senator Nelson’s staff; and 
FLC President’s Nominating Committee 

• August 17th – Mayor was Master of Ceremonies at past 
President’s Luncheon and carried WQ message 

• August 18th–20th – Mayor and Director Evans went to 
Tallahassee & met with Senate Select Committee staff and 
the Governor’s Office   

• August 22nd – Senate Select Committee Hearing, Stuart, FL 
• September 5th – Lee County and City of Sanibel Town Hall 

Meeting, Lee County EOC 
 
 



Questions 
 

•Council Comments  
•Public Comments  
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