
Memorandum 

 

DATE:  October 1, 2013 

 

TO:  City Council 

 

THROUGH: City Manager Judie Zimomra 

 

FROM:  Public Works Director Keith Williams 

 

RE: Adopt Resolution No. 13-081, A resolution establishing a crosswalk 

policy including procedures, standards and factors for 

consideration and establishment of marked crosswalks within the 

City of Sanibel 

 

 

The current crosswalk resolutions for the City of Sanibel date back to 1996 

and 1997.  In February 2013, City Council authorized staff to work with Kittelson 

and Associates, a transportation planning and engineering consultant, to review 

the City’s current policies and propose revisions and updated guidance for 

crosswalk treatments and installation criteria. 

 

City of Sanibel staff worked with Kittelson and Associates to review the City’s 

current crosswalk resolutions, evaluate state and federal laws and rules 

applicable to Sanibel’s roadways and cooperatively constructed a guidance 

document for crosswalk treatments and installation criteria. 

 

The crosswalk policy guidance document, exhibit A from resolution No.13-081, 

addresses a series of crosswalk oriented topics applicable to the operation of the 

City.  The initial topic is oriented toward goals and objectives in relation to the 

establishment of future marked crosswalks.  This section addresses each of the 

three types of marked crosswalks:  controlled crosswalks at intersections, 

uncontrolled crosswalks at intersections, and mid-block crosswalks and offers 

criteria for utilization when considering the merits of a potential crosswalk.  

Included within the consideration criteria are connection to existing or proposed 

facilities, proximity/spacing between nearby crosswalks, adjacent land uses and 

subject road classification. 

 

The following section of the guidance document, Appendix A, relates to 

minimum crosswalk standards, these include standards set forth by Florida 

Statutes, The Florida Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, 

Construction and Maintenance for Streets and Highways (a.ka. The Florida 

Green Book) and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

 

The final section, Appendix B, of the guidance document discusses crosswalk 

treatments, ranging from pavement markings and signage to additional 

supplemental treatments that can be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

Within this section, the document notes that the FHWA Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices (MUTCD) offers guidance to utilize yellow warning signage for 

advanced notice of an approaching crosswalk, while it has been Sanibel’s 

practice to use black and white regulatory signage to indicate approaches to 

crosswalks.  Additionally, the guidance document notes, in relation to pavement 

markings, that the Florida Green Book requires stop bars or yield lines adjacent to 



all marked crosswalks.  In practice, Sanibel has historically provided stop bars 

where appropriate, but yield lines have not been installed in such situations. 

 

The guidance document also addresses further crosswalk treatments that are 

not typically components of a standard crossing, but could be considered for 

implementation in case specific situations.  These treatments include raised 

crosswalks, median refuge islands, electronic crossing aids and crosswalk 

illumination.  In regards to each of these crosswalk treatments, the guidance 

document provides insight into conditions in which each of these may be 

considered for maximum effectiveness.  For the most part these crosswalk 

treatments are considered discretionary and are not mandated for inclusion by 

any applicable rule or law.  The one exception, though, relates to illumination of 

a mid-block crosswalk.  The Florida Green Book states that mid-block crosswalks 

should be illuminated.  The Green Book does not address crosswalk illumination 

at controlled or uncontrolled intersections, and it also does not elaborate on any 

manner, means, standards or criteria by which a mid-block crosswalk should be 

illuminated, or to what degree.  Historically, the City of Sanibel has opted to not 

provide dedicated roadway illumination; as a result, staff recommends 

consideration for crosswalk illumination should occur only after existing use and 

historical data reflects a direct need for such. 

 

Staff recommends City Council adopt Resolution No. 13-081, a resolution 

establishing a crosswalk policy including procedures, standards and factors for 

consideration and establishment of marked crosswalks within the City of Sanibel. 

 

 

cc: City Attorney Ken Cuyler 

 Finance Director Sylvia Edwards   

 








































