Co-existing with coyotes

Coyotes can be curious but are also timid and
generally run away if challenged. Just
remember that any wild animal will protect
itself or its young. Never initiate a close
encounter with a coyote.

If a coyote approaches too closely, immediately
act aggressively toward the coyote. Wave your
arms, throw things like stones and shout at
the coyote. If necessary, make yourself appear
larger by standing up or stepping onto a rock,
stump or stair. Convince the coyote you are a
potential danger to be avoided.

Where coyote encounters occur regularly, walk
pets at other times besides nighttime hours,
dusk and dawn. Carry something that will
make noise or scare the animal, such as a small
air horn, big water pistol, solid walking stick,
golf club or paintball gun. These things may
deter the coyote at close range. Make a “coyote
shaker” by putting a few washers, pebbles or
pennies into an empty soft drink can. Wrap the
can in foil and tape closed. Continue “hazing”
the coyote until the animal leaves; otherwise
the coyote will learn to wait to leave until the
activity stops.
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This information has been produced by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and
the University of Florida, Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) for the people of the
state of Florida. FWC and UF/IFAS permit free
reproduction by all agents and offices of the Cooperative
Extension Service, the FWC, and the people of Florida.
Permission is granted to others to use these materi-
als in part or full for educational purposes, provided
that full credit is given to the FWC and UF/IFAS.
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Myths about coyotes

Coyotes are extremely dangerous: FALSE!
There have been very few reported cases of
Eastern coyotes biting people. The coyote’s
innate fear of humans tends to keep them
from getting too close.

Coyotes are a new problem: FALSE!

Coyotes have been in Florida for many years
and will continue to make their homes
around the state. This medium-sized
predator is extremely adaptable, thriving in
urban, suburban and rural areas.

Coyotes need our help to survive: FALSE!
People like to feed animals. However, by
providing a “free lunch” for coyotes, you
eliminate their natural fear of humans and
increase their populations. Remember ... a
fed coyote causes problems. Keep ‘em wild!

Coyotes can be totally eliminated: FALSE!
Removing coyotes is an inefficient and
ineffective method to control populations.
They compensate by increasing litter size
and new coyotes move into areas where
others have been removed. Populations can
quickly return to original size.

If you are experiencing coyote problems, please
contact FWC’s Wildlife Alert at 888-404-3922 or

your nearest FWC regional office:
Lakeland: 863-648-3200
Panama City: 850-265-3676
Lake City: 386-758-0525
Ocala: 352-732-1225
West Palm: 561-625-5122
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