Lead Tree (Leucaena leucocephala)
Origin:  Mexico, Central America
Description: Evergreen tree
to 40" tall. Leaves resemble
that of a Jacaranda, Royal
Poincianna, or the native
Wild Tamarind. Fruit are
pods 8 long with 15-30
sceds per pod which become EEEESSEEE
brown when mature. 7
Flowers are whitish, 17,
spherical heads that resemble
small powder puffs.

Sanibel Distribution:
Roadsides and rights-of-way.
Commonly found in close
proximity to maturc
“mother” Lead Trees on
vacant lots. Found
occasionally in landscapes where they often times have grown
without cultivarion possibly due to close resemblance 1o nanve
Wild Tamarind.

Control: Basal 1rcatment incflective. Hand-pull small scedlings.
Cut Larger trees flush wo the ground and immediately treac the
stump with Ortho "Brush-B-Gone.” Pathfinder 11, Garlon 3A, or
Garlon 4.

Native Plant Replacements: Wild Tamarind, Sarin Leaf,
Southern Red Cedar. Longleaf Pinc. Jamarca Caper. Necklace Pod.

Mother-in-Law’s Tongue, Bowstring Hemp,
Snake Plant (Sansevieria 5_}//1(/"!/70!?2’5)

Origin:  South Africa

Description: Flat, suff, uprigln leaves rcscmMing fat, green sword
blades to 47 long. Underground rhizome (root) usually orange in
color. Forms dense groundcover thickets.

Sanibel Distribution:
Found in understory
of upland vegetation
oftentimes escaping
from a single ported
plant. Prefers shade
or partial sun on road
rights-of-way and ald
homesteads. Often
scen growing in
vacant ](')[5 or argas ()f-
residential lots where unwanted plants have been placed or
dumped. [s adapted ro ridge habitat including gopher tortoise
Areas.,

Control: Difficult to control. Best remeval and contrel method
is physical removal by digging. Rhizome is fragile and prone o
breaking when leaves are pulled up and resprouting will fikely
occur. Continuous maintenance ts recommended. Specialized
combinations of curting and treating stumps with herbicides such
as Rodeo, Garlon 3A, and Garlon 4 are moderarely cffective and
arc CXPLT;[“CH['JI.

Native Plant Replacements: Wild Cottee, Stoppers, Myrsine,
Leather Fern. Boston Fern, Christmas Berry, Sca Oxeve Daisy,
Varnish Leat, Coontie, Muhly Grass, Dune Sunflower.

Invasive exotic, or “nonindigenous,” plants have been
introduced on purpose and accidentally to Florida since
the first Europeans arrived in the 16¢h century. Tt is
believed that as much as 29% of all of Florida’s plant
species growing on their own are not native. Many of
these plant species have the ability to act like weeds, and
can spread excensively on their own displacing nacive
plants and wildlife as well as disrupting natural ecological
processes. Unfortunately, nearly forty of these plant
species call Sanibel home. Conservational land managers
continue to remove them from Sanibel’s natural areas and
in an cffort to reduce and eventually eliminate the spread
of the “worst offenders” from the island, the Ciry of
Sanibel has enacted legislation rcgulatin% eight invasive
exotic pest planespecies.  These eight plant species are
not permicted 1o be grown, sold, propagated or sold on
S:miLc! and, upon issuance of a City Development
Permit, they are required 1o be removed from the parcel
which must be maintained free of these planis in
perpetuity.

Control Notes:

1. All herbicide use should be accomplished by
competent adules serictly adhering to all label
requiremnents for use and safery precautions.

2. Special care should be exercised when removing
exouc plants listed from around structures, power
lines, and persons. Oftentimes is it prudent to hire
a licensed professional to conduct removal and
herbicide treatment.

3. The removal or herbicide treatment of native
plants on Sanibel is prohibited without special
permits. Please consult with the City of Sanibel
prior to major alteration or removal of native plants,
and adhere ro all applicable laws.

4. Follow-up maintenance is CRUCIAL when
removing and ultimately controlling invasive exotic
pest plants. Survey your property frequently and
rerreat as necessary to prevent a re-infestation.

Please contact the City of Sanibel Natural
Resources Department at (941) 472-3700
for additional informatian regarding invasive
exotic pest plants.

Eight regulated invasive exotic
plants threatening Sanibel
Island’s natural areas

Off che coast of Southwest Florida, Sanibel
Island has the rare fortune of lying at the
southernmost range of many temperace plant
species as well as being at the northernmost
range for subtropical plant species. This, and
the fact chatr Sanibel is bathed in
predominantly warm breezes from the Gulf
of Mexico, has created a sort of “biological
experiment station” when it comes to
vegetation. Literally hundreds of species of
plants thrive on Sanibel including specially
adapred beneficial native species like
corggmss and gumbo limbo, naturalized
species such as papaya and coconut palms,
relatively benign introduced species such as
bananas and citrus, and invasive exotic
plants.



Brazilian Pepper (Schinus terebinthefolius)
Origin: Brazil. Argentina, Paraguay

Description: Tall, T

multi-stemmed o
evergreen shrub o
43" tall. Leaves with
7 to 9 oblong
leaflers that smell
peppery or like
turpentine when
crushed. May
cause polson
wy-like irtitation
when handled.
Fruit are small
bright red berrics
on female plants.
Sanibel Distribution: Occurs island-wide. Prefers moist organic
soils and disturbed sices such as diteh banks, spotl piles and devel-
oped areas. Also hearry in rransicional arcas hetween low wer
arcas and upland arcas. Wil readily invade urban landscapes.
Seed distributed by birds and small mammals. Can form impene
trable thickets.

Control: Scedlings mayv be hand pulled or treated folirly wich
Roundup Pro, Rodeo, or Pathfinder [ Saplings casilv hand
pulled. Larger trees should be cut flush to che ground and stumps
immediately treated with Ortho “Brush-B-Gane”. Pachfinder 11,
Garlon 4, or Garlon 3A. Somc 1rees may be basally treated using
Garlon 4. however. unsighdy dead branches will be present.
(Certain sitvations may require mechanical removal of the entire
plant with roots, a method that requires city permis,

Native Plant Replacements: Daboon Holly, Wax Myrile,
Buitonwood. Myrsine. Marlberry, Seagrape. Blackbead, Coral
Bean, Red Mulberry, irebrush, Saun Leaf, Sweet Acacia.

sy of FLEPPC file

Courte

Air Potato (Dioscorea bulbifera)
Origin: ‘Iropical Asia

Description:
Vigorously twining
vine forming round
.lL‘l'iL-l] [Lll)CI"B rescm-
bling potatoes from
17— 5" in diameter
l.c fes dfe h l'(?ﬂd
heart shaped wich
veins originaung al
the stem and radi-
ating all ro the leaf
ap. Has dormant period with leaves dying and falling off in the
winter. Potatocs or “bulbils™ left on ground sprout in spring and

vines persist until next cold.

Sanibel Distribution: Found primarily in upland reed ham-
macks. vegetation buffers and residential landscapes. Readily
engulfs vegetation including large trees and forms impenecrable
masses compared to Kudzo of the north. High production of
bulbils vields an increase of coverage cach season.

Control: Difficult to control. | land-pull vines
shrubs, (oliar herbicide application of Qrthe “Brush-B-Gone”,

TOIM Crees Jn(l

Pathtinder 11 Rodeo, or Roundap Peo npon fira vine emergence in
spring {Caretul of overspray on desirable plants underneath,
hand-pick ail bulbils and place in normal rrash. Repeac all sieps for
continued contral,

Native Plant Replacements: Rail-road Vine, Tacquemaontia, Grape

Vine, Virginia Creeper, Passion Flower, Coral Honevsuckle, Climbing,

Aster, Beauty berrys Sanw Palmereo, Golden Creeper, Wild Alamanda.

Earleaf Acacia {Avarea aurscudifories)

Origin:  Australia, Papua New Coutnea, and Indonesia
Description:

Evergreen shade tree to
A0 rall. The 37-87
IL'.lkk'b Are I\'.i[l:llhl \hll[wd
and appear slighely vel-
lowish-green. Flowers
are vellow drooping
spikes, Fruitare flac
pods that are brown and
rwisted ot maturicy,
Sanibel Distribution:
Used island-wide i residenual and commercial landscapes.
Continoes 1o he commercially available off-island as fasr growing
ornamental shade tree.  Frequendy invades disturbed sites.

Controf: Hund-pull scedlings. Larger tees should be cut flush w the

ground and the stump immediarely rreated with Ortha “Brush-R-
Goene,” Pathfinder [1. Garlan 4. or Garlon 3A.
Native Plant Replacements: Strangler Fig, Wild Tamarind, Masuc,

Cumbo Limbo, Spicesvood, Inkwood, Sarin [eat, Paradise Tree.
p

Exotic Inkberry, Beach Naupaka, Hawaiian half-flower
(Scacvolu sericea, Scacvola frutescens. Scaevola taccada)
Origin:  Fast Afrtca o India. Southease Asia. Australia, Pacific
Islands

Description: Large, bushy g
shrub ro 167 aall. which
forms dense hemispherical
monnds. Fight inch leaves
widen at end and are shiny
green becorming yellowish
with age. One half inch
cound fruit is Nleshy and
white when mature with
pulpy center (As opposed
10 native species, Scaevola
plumieri, which exudes
ink-like pitce when squerzed ).
Sanibel Distribution: Found in residenaal and commercial land-
scapes and vegetation buffers. Salt tolerant species found frequently
planted on Galt-front and bay-front properties. Floating fruits and
prolific seeds attribuced for frequent coascal nvasion. Continuoes
be commerenally available oft-island s sale wolerant coastal species.
Control: Hand-pull small planis. Targ

v clumps castly dug our wich

shovel. The branches are casilv cur with loppers, pruners, or machere

and the stump cut Hush o the ground with a saw then immediacely
treated wich Orcho “Brosh-R-Gaone” Remndup T'ra, Rodeo.,
Pachfinder [, Garlon 3A. ar Garlon 4

Native Plant Replacement: Native Inkherry, Seacoaste Elder, Dune
Sunflower, Coco Plum, Wax Myrde, Seven Year Apple, Necklace
Podd, Saw Palmerta, Joewood., Bay Cedar, Wild Cotton, Sea Oars.

Melaleuca, Paper-bark, Punk, Cajeput (Melatenca
l]?(l‘”(.}ll’(']ZI’.VUZIIJJP

Origin: Australia, New Guonesn, and Solomon Isknds
Description: Fvergreen tree o TG —
100" tall. Four inch long lance I 1
shaped grayish green leaves thay }
smel! of camphor when

crushed. Fruir small, round,
woody capsule surrounding
voung stems holding up o 300
tiny seeds each. Bark is flaky.
white and papery. Many per-
sons afflicted with respiratory

irritation and congeston when
L'\'l)(.‘_’iﬂ.'d o trecs.

Sanibel Distribution: Formerly
found in residential and com-
mercial landscapes. Prefers wet-
|.i|1d l\Pk ”ritU]'ill arcas ii[ld
transitional areas berween ridges
and swales. Local cradication
and maintenance program has limited
this species to only a few individuals
tound annually.

Control: Hand-pull seedlings. Large trees cut flush to the ground
and stump immediately treated with Arsenal. Garlon 3A or Garlon
4. 1f found on Sanibel, call the City Nacural Resources Dept.
(472-3700) immcdi;lldy for pr(‘)[l'xsitmul rermoval and treatmenc
Native Plant Replacements: Cypress, Red bay, Slash Pine, Red
Maple, Mastic, Gumbe Limbo. Southern Red Cedar, Pond Apple.

Courtesy of FLLEPPC file

Java Plum, Jambolan
(Syzyginm cumini)

Origin:  Southcast Asia, India
Description: Fvergreen tree 1o 807
tail. Leaves smooth, green and leath-
ery with wavy edges. New leaf
growth is plum or maroon in coler.
Iree resembles native Strangler Fig
except when hroken, no white sap is
emitted. Fruir is 17 berry resembling
a date sized plum.

Sanibel Distribution: I'ew in resi-
denvial and commercial landscapes,
old homesteads and rights-of-way.
Prefers upland treed ridge type habi-

. Prolibic seeder, which rmdi|,\r
invades nacural areas through mammal and bird vectors.

Control: Basal trearment ineflective. Hand-pull seedlings, Cur
larger trees flush to che ground and immediacely treac stump with
Ortho "Brush-B-Gone.” Pathfinder 11, Garlon 3A. or Garlon 4.
Stump retreatment may be necessary.

Native Plant Replacements: Strangler Fig, Mastic, Live Oak,
Gumbo Limbe, Short Leaf Fig, Fiddlewood, Tallowood, Sweet Bay.



