
NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPER’S FIELD IDENTIFICATION TEST 
http://mysanibel.com/Departments/Natural-Resources/Vegetation-Permits/For-Contractors 

 

Section 122-101 of the Sanibel Code defines “native plants” as those plant species whose natural 

range included Florida at the time of European contact (1500 A.D.) as identified by the USF 

Institute of Systematic Botany Atlas of Florida VascularPlants(http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/). 

 

However, the web version of the Atlas of Florida Vascular Plants provides no descriptive 

information regarding the plant species. To help landscape professionals prepare for the City’s 

Native Plant Field Identification Test, descriptive information and photographs of the test species 

can be accessed from The Institute For Regional Conservation Natives for Your Neighborhood 

website (http://regionalconservation.org/beta/nfyn/default.asp). However, the Atlas of Florida 

Vascular Plants remains the authority for nativity determination. 

 

Click on the plant species to learn more: 

 
Common Name Scientific Name Common Name Scientific Name 

Bahama Senna (Cassia) Senna mexicana var. chapmanii Marlberry Ardisia escallonioides 

Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum Mastic Sideroxylon foetidissimum 

Bay Cedar Suriana maritima Mahogany Swietenia mahagoni 

Beautyberry Callicarpa americana Myrsine (Cubana) Myrsine cubana 

Buttonwood (Green/Silv er) Conocarpus erectus Necklace Pod Sophora tomentosa var. truncata 

Cabbage Palm Sabal palmetto Paurotis Palm Acoelorraphe wrightii 

Cat’s Claw Pithecellobium unguis-cati Pitch Apple Clusia rosea 

Coco Plum Chrysobalanus icaco Pond Apple Annona glabra 

Coontie Zamia integrifolia Saw Palmetto Serenoa repens 

Coral Bean Erythrina herbacea Seagrape Coccoloba uvifera 

Dahoon Holly Ilex cassine Seven Year Apple Genipa clusiifolia 

Fiddlewood Citharexylum spinosum Simpson’s Stopper Myrcianthes fragrans 

Firebush Hamelia patens Snowberry Chiococca alba 

Florida Privet (Wild Olive ) Forestiera segregata Spanish Stopper Eugenia foetida 

Golden Creeper Ernodea littoralis Strangler Fig Ficus aurea 

Gumbo Limbo Bursera simaruba Sweet Acacia Acacia farnesiana 

Jamaica Caper Capparis cynophallophora Varnish Leaf Dodonaea viscosa 

Jamaica Dogwood Piscidia piscipula Wax Myrtle Myrica cerifera 

Joewood Jacquinia keyensis White Indigo Berry Randia aculeata 

Live Oak Quercus virginiana White Stopper Eugenia axillaris 

Mangrove  Wild Coffee Psychotria nervosa 

Red Rhizophora mangle Wild Cotton Gossypium hirsutum 

Black Avicennia germinans Wild Lime Zanthoxylum fagara 

White Laguncularia racemosa Wild Tamarind Lysiloma latisiliquum 
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