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CITY OF SANIBEL, FLORIDA 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

City Incorporated November 4, 1974 
 

Total area ................................................................ 17.50 square miles Average Elevation.............................................. 4 feet above sea level 
Island shoreline ................................................................. 24.50 miles Maximum Elevation ........................................ 13 feet above sea level 
Mangrove frontage .............................................................. 9.00 miles Annual Precipitation ........................................................... 42.3 inches 
Beach Frontage .......................................................... 15.50 total miles Average Temperature .................................................. 74˚ Fahrenheit 
 Gulf of Mexico Frontage ............................................ 11.75 miles Island Age ......................................................................... ~5,000 years 
 San Carlos Bay Frontage .............................................. 3.75 miles 
 

Land Usage: 
Conservation lands (includes SCCF lands and all public parks) ..................................................................... 8,284 acres 
City Managed Preserved Land ......................................................................................................................... 600 acres 
J.N. “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge (including Buck Key and Tarpon Bay) ...................................... 6,400 acres 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation .................................................................................................... 1,284 acres 
Recreation Uses ............................................................................................................................................... 575 acres 
Vacant Undeveloped Land ............................................................................................................................... 245 acres 

 

Financial Information 
 Annual Budget FY 2015-16 

Adopted 
FY 2016-17 

Adopted 
FY 2017-18 

Adopted 
FY 2018-19 

Adopted 
  

 Governmental Funds       
 Operating $18,886,613 $19,660,274 $20,981.779 $21,849,892   
 Capital 2,025,280 2,842,500 1,810,168 2,270,195   
 Non-Operating 15,548,346 17,420,320 15,099,403 12,185,483   
 Total Governmental 36,460,239 39,923,094 37,891,350 36,305,570   
 Enterprise Funds 19,579,364 22,545,006 22,142,246 29,505,210   
 Total Budget $56,039,603 $62,468,100 $60,033,596 $65,810,780   
        

Property Tax History Tax Rate History 
Calendar year totals are used to compute subsequent Millage (Tax) Rates* FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 

fiscal year ad valorem proceeds. Operating 1.9139 1.9139 1.9139 
Calendar (Tax) Year 2016 $4,752,708,493 Sewer Voted Debt Service 0.1947 0.1813 0.1394 
Calendar (Tax) Year 2017 $5,045,986,503 Land Acquisition Voted Debt 0.0720 0.0690 0.0598 
Calendar (Tax) Year 2018 $5,045,986,503 Recreation Center Voted Debt 0.1207 0.1155 0.1055 

  *One mill equals $1.00 tax for every $1,000 of taxable property value 

 

   Population Information 
Total roads ...................................................................................   80.66  1975 ....................................................................  2,872 
Paved ...........................................................................................   61.48  1985 ....................................................................  4,237 
Unpaved ......................................................................................   19.20  1990 ....................................................................  5,468 
Public ...........................................................................................   61.83  1995 ....................................................................  5,568 
Private .........................................................................................   18.85  2000 ....................................................................  6,080 
Shared Use Paths .........................................................................   25.43  2005 ....................................................................  6,104 
   2010 ....................................................................  6,486 
Property Breakdown   2015 ....................................................................  7,160 
Single Family ................................................................................   4,025    
Multifamily ..................................................................................   3,113  Median Age (2010) .........................................................  64.3 years 
Hotels/Motels/Inns......................................................................   703  Registered Voters 2016 ...................................................  5,611 
Timeshare ....................................................................................   384  Registered Voters 2017 ...................................................  5,600 
Mobile Homes .............................................................................   80  Registered Voters 2018 ...................................................  5,640 
TOTAL (as of 2010).......................................................................   8,272  Registered Voters 2019 ...................................................  5,578 
Causeway .....................................................................................   3 miles  Sanibel School .................................................................  Grades K-8 
Causeway Round Trip ..................................................................   $6.00  Sanibel School Enrollment (as of 9/1/19) ..........................  310 students 
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